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wi .tfri  Bpeoi.7.1  atter.ti.cn  to  the 
Proposed  Government  Center  Area 


As  the  Nation's  most  historic  City,  Boston  was  the  scene  of 
this  country's  vital  struggle  for  freedom.  Virtually  every 
square  foot  cf  the  original  land  area  could  present  evidence 
of  some  historic  significance. 


Boston,  therefore,  in  the  development  of  its  renewal  program 
has  a  responsibility  which  transcends  that  of  any  other  City 
in  the  country,  for  it  embodies  not  alone  a  responsibility  to 
a  single  community  but  to  a  total  nation  of  citizens  and  to 
the  countries  of  the  world  even  now  struggling  for  freedom. 


This  report,  primarily  on  buildings  vs.  "sites"  for  the  Down- 
town North  GNRP  is  but  the  first  of  a  series  for  all  GNRP1 a 
within  the  City  to  eventually  comprise  a  total  Inventory.  (It 
is  termed  "preliminary"  since  it  is  inevitable  that  significant 
omissions  may  be  found,.)  The  Inventory,  however,  is  but  tbr   in- 
itial compilation  cf  working  data  as  part  of  a  full-scale  Program 
for  Historic  Preservation  in  Bet; ton  now  in  preparation. 


Historic  Boston  is  essentially  a  "walking"  city.  Its  curving, 
narrow,  and  crooked  streets,  alleys  and  unexpected '->   flights 
of  steps  connecting  varying  street  levels,  its  basically  "human 
scale"  are  characteristic  of  Boston  and  no  small  part  of  the 
unique  and  compelling  charm  for  the  increasing  flow  of  visitors 
from  this  country  and  abroad t 


*  A  partial  list  of  "sites"  of  important  historic  events 
for  the  Goveirjpent  Center  Area  alone  covers  more  than 
five  single« spaced  bypewr.it ten  pages. 
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Other  than  isolated  landmarks  of  Boston's  early  period,  there 
is  precious  little  l<-;rJ-.  of  the  l?th  or  even  18th  Century,  but 
there  is  still  valuable  evidence  of  the  past  100  years  in  the 
Downtown  area.  The  more  on.^  studies  this  particular  section 
of  the  City,  the  more  or.3  realizes  it  presents  a  19th  Century 
appearance  which  makes  so  many  Europeans  feel  at  home. 


This  report  makes  only  sparse  reference  to  Boston's  rich  in- 
heritance of  antique  f-.oaues.  It  is  these  older  facades, 
decorated  with  so  lavish  a  hand  by  craftsmen  of  another  era, 
mostly  at  the  upper  stories,  which  has  held  such  fascination 
for  the  more  sensitive  visitor,  and  those  of  its  citizens  who 
walk  with  a  sufficiently  leisurely  pace  to  be  able  to  "look  up". 
"Modernization'', , especially  of  the  lower  stories  of  these  fccades. 
is  rapidly  destroying  one  of  the  City's  most  valuable  economic 
a  sse  u  s  «.3 


The  attached  inventory  contains  eminent  examples  of  outstanding 
architects  whose  work  still  stands.  Notable  among  these  is  the 
work  of; 

.  Charles  Bulfinch,  America's  first  professional 
architect  -  all  too  little  is  left  of  a  prodigious 
talent . 

,  Solomon_  Willard ,  a  genius  in  the  use  of  granite  as  a 
building  material  as  well  as  for  the  techniques  which 
he  developed  with  Isaiah  Rogers  for  quarrying  granite 
in  Quincy,  and  invention  of  America's  first  railroad 
as  a  means  of  transportation  of  the  quarried  granite 
to  the  building  site. 

•  Alexander  Farris  whose  design  ability  is  still  evident 
in  the  Quincy  Market  area,  and  whose  engineering  genius 
was  in  demand  for  collaboration  on  works  with  others. 

.  Isaiah  Rogers  for  his  simplicity,  directness,  and  nobility 
of  design,  "(lie  is  also  credited  with  America's  first  lux- 
urious hotel  •-  Boston's  Tremo.it  House,  now  demolished). 
Ke  was  supervising  architect  in  the  Treasury  Department 
at  "Washington,  the  first  to  hold  such  title.  He  collabor- 
ated with  Willard  on  quarrying  techniques  in  the  Quincy 
Quarry  on  which  they  took  a  five-year  lease.  He  is  also 
credi  ted  with  modeling  the  Old  State  House  with  William 
./ashbzrn  in  l£30» 

•  Gridley  J.  Fox  Bryant  for  his  outstanding  contribution 
to  Boston's  "Gra'nite  Age"  in  his  design  of  warehouses 
along  Boston's  waterfront  and  Downtown. 
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INVENTORY  OF  HISTORIC  BUILDINGS 
(subject  to  revision) 


Map  Code 


S  1 

S  2 

S  3 

N  h 


s    5 


N  6 


N  7a 


ADAMS  SQUARE  -  (see  li;7  Washington  Street) 
ALLS TON  STREET 

(11  Mid-nineteenth  century  brick  residences  with 
(15  original  architectural  details  (now  apparently 
(19  rooming  houses) 


23 


27-51 


26-32 


Railway  Mail  Club  -  with  probably  original  door- 
'trim, 


way  detail  -  rop^ 
around  fanlight 


pilasters  and  "punchwork" 


More  mid-nineteenth  century  bow-front  brick 
houses  in  the  Bulfinch  mode 

Similar  in  design  if  not  material  of  Charleston, 
S.C.'s  Blacklock  House,  designated  a  national 
landmark  attributed  to  Bulfinch 


''ALLSTON  PLACE 


Substantial  properties  fronting  on  Ashburton 
Place  owned  by  Boston  University  and  the  N.E. 
Historic  Genealogical  Society  havu  their  rear 
access  on  Allston  Place.  Residential  properties 
in  this  dead-end  small  street  have  a  delightfully 
cloistered  air- away  from  the" "madding"  crowd. 


* 


■ASHBURTON  PLACE 

7-9  New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society,  est.  in 
l8Ti57~ the  oldest  genealogical  society  in  the 
country,  located  here  because  of  function  for  Pro-» 
bate  Court  and  State  House;  library  of  180,000 
volumes  specializing  in  genealogical  family  his- 
tory of  New  England  and  England;  two  reading  rooms 
one  for  members  and  one  for  non-members;  25*000 
city  directories;  an  auditorium  seating  approx. 
350;  reception  room,  both  with  ground  level  access 
from  rear  of  building  into  Allston  Street;  five 
floors  of  unusual  memorial  tablets  (see  article 
by  Robert  Bellows  in  Architectural  Forum  1926); 
3-story  fireproof  vault  of  original  recoads  of 
first  families  of  America.  Entire  building  is  as 
fireproof  as  is  possible, 

11   Isaac  Rich  Hall  -  now  Boston  University  Law 
School,  built  as  the  Mt.  Vernon  Church  with  a 
Greek  facade  of  Quincy  granite  by  Solomon  Willard 
in  181*2;  modified  by  later  windows  and  an  attic 
story.  Still  a  very  dignified  and  well  propor- 
tioned facade. 


-*  Within  area  of  state  taking 
**     "     "  "  Proposed  Government  Center  Area 
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Ashburton  Place  (cont.) 
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15  Ford  Hall 


ATLANTIC  AVENUE  (laid  out  in  1868  alon--  line  of  Barricado  - 
line  of  defense  for  ships  at  anchor  in  the 
town  cove  of  Colonial  Boston) 

28-32  Lewis  Wharf  (begun  in  1830' s)V  completed  in  18U0  it  offered 

best  facilities  in  the  country  for  leading  merchants  and  ship 
owners.  Contained  ship  brokers,  chandlers,  tobacco  merchants 
and  other  stores,  also  large  sail  loft.   (Designer  unknown) 

78-86  Commercial  .faarf  -  earliest  built  in  granite,  dating  from 
1830's,  extends  to  Commercial  Street  (designer  unknown). 
Boasted  quarters  of  the  wealthiest  merchants  of  the  time 
whose  ships  did  active  trading  around  the  world.  Its  grandeur 
■  and  solid  dignity  today  provide  interesting  apartments  on 
Boston's  less  active  Waterfront. 

192   T  VJharf  (named  for  its  shape,  not  the  Boston  Tea  Party)  - 

to  many  visitors  symbolic  of  Boston's  picturesque  waterfront 
with  its  "arty"  living  quarters  and  tea  room  at  end  of  pier. 
Once  known  as  "Brimmer's  T",  headquarters  for  China  clipper 
ship  trade  with  tea  and  silk.  Well  of  excellent  water  at  the 
wharf  once  supplied  ships  in  port. 

206   Long  Wharf  (1710)  Boston' s  longest  wharf  originally  formed  an 
extension  of  State  St.  (then  King  St.)  Historically  consider- 
ed Boston's  most  distinguished  wharf.  Chartered  in  1772, 
the  wharf  was  one  of  iimerica's  earliest  corporations  for 
business  purposes.  Its  length  gave  great  military  advantage 
with  a  battery  at  its  end.  British  ships  landed  troops  in 
1768  (see  Paul  Pievere's  engraving  of  the  scene),  Wharf  as 
now  exists  was  built  in  1857.  ("Custom  House  Block"),  con- 
sidered by  some  the  "finest  single  granite  commercial  struc- 
ture in  dock  area." 

2Ui-  Central  ..haif  (built  1819)  originally  $\\  brick  stores  in  a 
2U8   Tine  do.m  center  of  wharf,  1379  feet  in  length,  forming  con- 
tinuation of  Milk  Street  below  India.  The  octagonal  cupola, 
formerly  atop  building  over  an  arched  passaget;ay  midway  in 


the  wharf  was  headquarters  for  the  cemaphore  Telegraph  Co. 
which  received  signals  from  Telegraph  Hill  in  Hull,  announc- 
ing approaching  vessels. 


Note:  Most  of  the  data  on  Boston's  historic  wharfs  was  taken  from 
"Points  of  Interest  in  Boston  and  Environs"  compiled  for  the 
63d  annual  convention  of  the  American  Bankers  Association,  1937* 
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Atlantic  Avenue 
298-310 


(continued) 
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India  Wharf  (Bulfinch  l80g).  Partially  destroyed  by 
fire  in  1950' s,  but  considerable  of  original  7-story 
building  still  remains.  Before  Atlantic  Avenue  was 
built,  this  wharf  extended  980  feet  into  harbor.  As 
originally  designed  by  Boston's  Bulfinch,  this  vras 
but  one  end  of  a  large  brick  block  containing  32 
stores,  counting-rooms  beneath,  warehouses  overhead. 
Vessels  from  Mediterranean,  Near  and  Far  East  brought 
cotton,  hemp,  tea,  rum,  wine  and  molasses, 

Rowe's  Wharf  -  site  of  Old  Southern  Battery  or  "Sconce", 
an  outwork  of  Fort  Hill,  built  in  17th  Century. 

Foster 's  Wharf  -  formerly  ITieelwright  '  s  Wharf  before 
rEhe~Re volution.  Once  quartered  British  soldiers  in 
its  large  warehouses. 


Other  wharf  properties  are  listed  under  COMMERCIAL  STREET, 
Before  1850  the  east  and  north  side  of  the  City  was  lined 
with  some  200  docks,  creating  over  5  miles  of  wharfage. 


BLOSSOM  AND  FRUIT  STREETS 


* 
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Massachusetts  General  Hospital  (1818-20).  The  original 
hospital  edifice,  now  known  as  the  Bulfinch  Pavilion, 
designed  by  Charles  Bulfinch  in  1816-17  (his  last  Boston 
buildins;).  Built  of""Cheimsford  granite  in  1818-20 
under  supervision  of  Alexander  Parris,  Still  used  as 
hospital  wards,  the  interiors  retain  most  of  their 
original  features,  including  cantilevered  granite 
staircases. 


* 


BCWDOIN  SQUARE 

Social  center  of  town  in  1800.  Bordered  by  homes 
of  some  of  the  great  merchants  of  the  day  -  Coolidges, 
Parkmans,  etc.  Bowling  Green,  adorned  viith   elms  and 
fruit  trees, 

BCWDOIN  STREET  (named  for  Governor  Bowdoin,  whose  Colonial 

mansion  graced  the  corner  of  Bowdoin  and  Beacon  Sts,) 
E ven-numbered  side  within  area  of  State  taking. 
Frontage  of  assessors1  block  #29"6~~forms  part~bf 
residential  area  of  mid-nineteenth  century  structures, 
perhaps  60$  or  more  with  original  architectural  detail 
of  the  period,  particularly  around  doorways. 

Odd-niwbered  side  (opposite  area  of  taking)  includes  mostly 
bow-front  brick  structures  in  the  Bulfinch  mode  (#11-27  recently 
purchased  by  J.  L.  Hayden  Associates,  engineering  consultants 
on  part  of  the  Government  Center  area-.) 
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Bowdoin  Street  (continued) 

35      Mission  Church  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist  (built  as 
Beecher  Congregational  Church  in  T830T  designed  by- 
Solomon  Willard  -  granite  walls,  crenellated  towers 
and  vaulted  ceiling*  Best  example  of  modern  Gothic 
left  in  Boston.  Curved  wall  of  handsome  granite  facing 
Temple"  StreeF'could  provide  an  interesting  background 
for  email  neighborhood  park  at  k9   Temple  Street.  Now 
used  by  the  Cowley  Fathers  of  St,  John's  (presumably) 
for  off-street  parking. 


BOWDOIN  STREET  and  DERNE  STREET  (opposite  area  of  State  taking) 

19  Former  Beacon  Hill  Reservoir  with  vast  gloomy  arches 

0~E^nT'sTT_cTde7  excellent  example  of  granite  period > 
once  called  "best  piece  of  architecture  in  City", 
commendable  especially  for  simplicity  and  forthright 
use  of  granite.  These  walls  form  only  a  retaining 
wall  for  the  parking  space  which  all  but  obliterates 
the  Beacon  Monument  with  Bulfinch's  original  engraved 
stone  tablets.  (Side  gateway"  of  wrought  iron,  now 
locked,  worth  noting  as  one  approaches  from  Ashburton 
Place . ) 


BRATTLE  STREET 


20 


21 


32  Brattle  Book  Shop,  associated  with  Cornhill  book  shop 
interesting" looking  antique  shop  in  old  brick  building 
especially  for  "browsing"  for  out-of-print  items. 


3k    Brattle  Tavern  (for  men  only)  an  old-time  • institution' 
on  opposite  side  of  Franklin  Place  (Avenue?)  from  #32 
at  foot  of  stairs  connecting  with  Cornhill,  Dear  to 
the  hearts  of  many  male  Bostonians  and  visitors  alike. 

Entire  block  is  of  historic  interest  because  much  of  it 
is  still  Nineteenth  Century  brick,  and  forms  the  other 
half  of  the  crescent  for  CORNHILL.  End  building  (see 
lU7  WASHINGTON  STREET)  of  some  interest  as  an  early  brick 
building, facing  into  Dock  Square. 


22a 
22b 


BROAD  STREET  (outside  Proposed  Government  Center  Area) 
"jj;  Slab  granite  buildings  of  probably  lSljO's, 
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BULFIHCH  PLACE 

23        1-U  The  Argonne  Hotel, L  built  in  1898,  excellent  example 
of  stamped  tin  work  in  the  form  of  bay  windows  with 
considerable  overhang.  The  exterior  surface,  save 
for  the  metal  work,  is  entirely  in  yellow  glazed  brick 
tile,  a  somewhat  unique  combination. 


Map  Code 


(Bulfinch  Place  Cont'd.) 


2k  !     3  Parker  Memorial  and  Bulfinch  Place  Chapel  operated  by  Benevo- 
lent Fraternity  of  Unitarian  Churches  established  in  1826 
(Robert  Day,  365  Boylston  St.), 

25  |     8  Bulfinch 's  own  home  built  ca.  1805-06.   (Now  Hotel  Waterston, 
a  rooming  house).  Structure  has  been  considerably  altered  and 
Victorianized  with  two  stories  added,  brick  facing  covered 
original  pillasters,  the  lino  of  which  is  clearly  discernible 
for  its  full  height  (third  story  top) 

26  j    10  Interesting  stamped  metal  front  on  small  building  adjacent  to 

former  Bulfinch  borne, 
i 
I  ''  CAMBRIDGE  STREET 

N  1T>  !   131  West  Chr+vch  (1809)  by  Asher  Benjamin,  handsome  interior  wood- 
work, somewhat  stripped  of  its  church-like  mood  minus  pews  in 
the  first  floor  and  the  original  arched  window  behind  the  pul- 
pit area  bricked  in.  Used  for  many  years  as  a  branch  library 
in  the  City  library  system;  negotiations  now  under  way  between 
the  City  and  the  First  Methodist  Church  for  transfer  by  pur- 
chase to  latter.  Protection  of  original  architectural  details 
important  for  now  and  future, 

N    28  '       lUl  First  Harrison  Gray  Otis  House _  (1796-97)  by  Charles  Bulfinch. 
Brick  cornice  on  front  replaces  She  original  wooden  cornice 
still  to  be  seen  on  the  west  end.  Central  windows  and  porch 
are  restorations  of  1912.  Interior  woodwork  provides  one  of 
earliest  instances  of  kdam  influence  in  New  England.  Head- 
quarters of  the  Society  for  the  Preservation  of  New  England 
Antiquities,  Later  addition  in  rear  contains  auditorium  and 
museum  of  early  Americana, 

CAMBRIDGE  and  CHARLES  STREET 

Suffolk  County  Jail  (1850-51 )  by  G.J.F.  Bryant.  Original 
building  considered  a  handsome  parallel  in  public  architecture 
to  his  commercial  work  in  granite  by  the  docks.  The  original 
crowning  lantern  has  recently  been  removed.  Original  building 
(to  which  several  additions  have  been  made)  might  well  be  con- 
sidered for  a  functional  purpose  in  the  future  expansion  plans 
of  Massachusetts  General  Hospital, 

27s     7U  Engine  h   -  City  of  Boston  Fire  Department  -  Box^doin  Sq.  Station, 
Built  in  1929  of  limestone  molded  in  block  form.  Its  facade  of 
large  columns  following  the  curving  street  alignment  of  Cam- 
bridge St.  gives  a  solid  and  pleasing  dignity  to  Bowdoin  Square, 
In  excellent  condition  and  well  located  for  fast  response  to 
its  district. 
CENTRAL  STREET 

30178-130  State  Street  B'  'ck  (see  STATE  STREET) 
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COMMERCIAL  STREET 

31  3-11   (East  of  Quincy  Market  -  now  only  a  portion  remains  of  what 

32  P-9-29   formerly  was  #3-U3  since  the  Central  Artery  was  allowed  to 
blast  its  way  through  the  building)  Granite  warehouses  by 
Gridley  J.  Fox  Bryant  date  from  early  1850»s,  hardly  equalled 
anywhere  in  the  world,  according  to  Henry-Russell  Hitchcock. 

33  75-117  Mercantile  Wharf  Buildings  (1857) 

(  ii 

3Ua  'l26-ll|2  Commercial  Blue',  (completed  before  1856) 

i 
3ub  !  323   Union  Wharf  Warehouse  (I8I4.6),  Granite  posts  and  lintels  for 

I       windows  and  doors  were  cut  in  one  piece  at  the  Quincy  quarries. 

i 

3Uc  j  379   Battery  liharf  (also  "North  Battery")  British  warships  carried 
British  troops  from  this  point  to  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill 
at  Breed's  Hill,  Charlestown,  On  this  site  at  Merry's  Point 
the  North  Battery  was  erected  in  I6I46  and  works  maintained 
until  after  the  Revolution, 


N 


3Ud 


N 


35 


I4O9   Constitutional  Wharf  near  the  site  of  Edmund  Hartt'  s  shipyard 
where*  the  keel  oTTHe  U.  S,  Frigate  Constitution  .(known  by 
school  children  of  all  generations  as  "Old  Ironsides")  was 
laid,  and  after  three  tries  the  completed  ship  slid  down  the 
ways  on  Uctober  21,  1797. 

COPP'S  HILL  BURYING  GROUND 

(Originally  and  somewhat  smaller  than  piece  established  in  1660) 
contains  graves  of  many  notables  of  early  North  End  history: 
three  generations  of  Mathers  and  two  outstanding  craftsmen  - 
Deacon  Shem  Drowne,  artificer  of  weathervanes,  such  as  the 
grasshopper  atop  Faneuil  Hall  and  the  Indian  which  formerly 
graced  the  Province  House;  and  Edmund  Hartt,  the  builder  of  the 
Frigate  Constitution. 

From  a  battery  established  on  the  summit  of  Copps  Hill  by 
Gen.  Burgoyne  and  Clinton,  the  British  set  fire  to  Charlestown 
during  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  At  least  two  grave  markers 
on  the  Snow  Hill  side  are  eminent  examples  of  stone  sculpturing 
or  engraving, 

Copp's  Hill  one  of  3  original  hills  on  which  Boston  was  founded. 
Once  IcnoiTrTas  "Windmill  Hill  for  the  first  windmill  in  this 
country  set  up  there  in  1632  used  to  grind  corn.  Gravestones 
still  show  bullet  marks  of  British  target  practise  during  siege 
of  Boston. 
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CORNHILL  STREET 

36  This  graceful  sweep   of  a  crescent-shaped  street  with 
its  changing  vista  as  onfc  walks  was  laid  out  in  1836 
by  Uriah  Cot ting,  and  intended  as  a  handsome  business 
street  and  entrance  to  the  market  place.  Uriah  Cotting, 
a  leading  citizen  and  later  referred  to  as  "the  chief 
benefactor  of  Boston"  presented  to  the  General  Court 
In  181U  the  "fantastic"  plan  for  the  formation  of  Boston 
and  Roxbury  Mill  Corporation  and  the  construction  of  the 
Roxbury  Mill  Dam  which  eventually  led  to  the  creation  of 
the  Back  Bay. 

COURT  STREET 

1   Ames  Building  (1889-91)  by  H.H.  Richardson's  successors, 
Shelley,  Kutan  and  Coolidge.  Bearing  walls  of  solid 
masonry,  for  many  years  Boston's  tallest  building  (16 
stories  and  196  feet). 


39 


17-29  Veterans  Administration  Building  (formerly  Old  Colony 
Trus"t  Company!" Built  190oT~ 

DOCK  SQUARE 

Faneuil  Hall  (VJkO-k2).     Built  as  a  market  and  hall  f  pub- 
TIc~assemblJ~as  a  gtll   from  Peter  Faneuil  from  design  by 
the  Scottish  artist,  John  Pmibertj  burnt  in  1761,  rebuilt  in 
1762-63.  Originally  2  stories  high,  3  bays  wide;  later  en- 
larged to  present  9 -bay  width  with  top  story  added  by 
Charles  Bulfinch  in  1805-06;  2nd  story  hall  was  enlarged 
and  galleries  introduced,  and  lantern  moved  from  the  center 
to  east  end.  Third  floor  is  the  "home"  (with  immaculate 
museum  and  gallery  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery 
Company  formed  in  1638,  the  nation's  oldest  military  organic 
zation). 

HANCOCK  STREET 

Site  of  former  home  of  Charles  Sumner  -  mid-east  side  of 
street.  Much  of  this  street  even  beyond  Myrtle  Street 
running  parallel  with  the  State  House  is  good  nineteenth- 
century  residential  quality  xidth  wrought-iron  balconies, 
interesting  woodwork  around  doorways,  etc.  -  excellent  for 
high-middle  clas^  rehabilitated  residential,  already  pri- 
vately begun.  Much  of  it  still  is  in  rooming-house  status, 
but  not  beyond  recall,  with  its  similarity  yet  variety  of 
building  types,  including  some  bow  fronts. 

HAUOVER  &  MARSHALL  STREETS 

(opp.  splayed  easterly  corner  of  the  Ebenezer  Hancock  House) 

Imbedded  in  the  foundation  wall  of  a  commercial  building  is 
Boston  Stone,  the  earliest  known  implement  of  the  paint 
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(Hanover  &  Marshall  Streets  Cont'd.) 

industry  in  America,  Its  two  parts  comprise  a  paint  mill  which 
was  imported  fr-on  England  about  1700  by  Thomas  Child  who  lived 
and  worked  in  a  building  on  this  site  facing  Hanover  Street. 
Two  parts  cf  the  paint  mill  consisted  of  a  round  stone,  about 
18"  in  diameter,  rolled  back  and  forth  in  the  trough  of  a 
larger  stone  in  order  to  grind  and  mix  pigments  with  oil.  Half 
of  the  round  stone  is  exposed  in  the  brick  wall  of  the  commer- 
cial building  which  displaced  the  Child  mansion  in  1835.  Only 
an  end  of  the  larger  stone  with  the  trougn  turned  upside  down 
shows  a  surface  about  1$'  x  30"  ,in  the  foundation. 

This  stone  is  most  important  as  an  historic  landmark  or  central 
point  from  which  distances  out  of  3oston  were  measured.  The 
name  "Boston  Stone"  is  believed  to  have  been  inspired  by  the 
famous  London  •-'tone  that  gave  directions  to  shops  in  its 
vicinity, 

St.  Stephen's  Catholic  Church  (originally  the  new  ^orth  Church) 
(l80li)  only  ^remaining  Bulfinch  Church  in  Boston.  Entrance 
lantern  and  east  e  nd  were  all  much  modified  some  uO  years  ago 
when  the  building  was  moved  back  to  where  it  now  stands  to  al- 
low for  widening  of  Hanover  Street. 

HULL  STREET 

9 -ft.  wide  1-room  deep  house  with  circular  stairway,  rope 
balustrade  -  probably  the  smallest  house  in  town. 

HOWARD  STREET 

Howard  Athenaeum  (18U6)  by  Isaiah  Rogers.  Gothic  Granite  fac- 
ade would  suggest  a  church  and  purposely  so  to  circumvent  the 
attitude  toward  : theatres'  per  se  in  that  day.  The  name 
"Athenaeum",  a  place  of  culture,  also  was  intended  to  give  this 
building  the  highest  appreciation  possible  by  the  general  public f 

It  is  the  oldest  theatre  structure  existing  in  the  U.S.  today 
in  almost  the  identical  form  it  was  originally  designed  and 
built,  designed  ,'Lo.  seat  upward  of  l800.\ii.  horse  -shoe  ..shared,, 
approximately  3Q  x  120  it  is  acoustically  excellent  today.  Des- 
pite its  size  it  gives  one  a  feeling  cf  real  intimacy,  admirable 
for  small  as  well  as  larger  performances.  Operated  continuously 
from  the  day  it  opened  as  a  handsome  theatre,  with  a  glittering 
audience  of  3oston's  elite  to  witness  opera,  ballet  and  theat- 
rical performances  -  througa  a  period  which  most  now  living 
only  remember  as  tne  Old  Howard  and  its  burlesque,  until  195U. 
Recently  acquired  by  the  City  of  Boston  for  non-payment  of 
taxes  and  since  then  scarcely  given  the  protection  such  a  nat- 
ionally important  theatrical  landmark  warrants. 
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A  growing  group  of  theatrical  people  are  much  interested  in 
restorin;:  this  theatre  itfith  space  for  a  much-needed  National 
Theatre  Museum  to  house  collections  now  scattered  throughout 
the  U.S.,  wibh  plans  for  the  use  of  the  almost  medieval  char- 
acter basement  and  sub-basement  of  granite  walls,  stone  floors 
and  brick  arches. 

Howard  Street  (even  nox*  of  pleasant  pedestrian-scale  tho 
dilapidated)  has  been  suggested  for  rehabilitation  for  shops, 
such  as  antique,  "grog",  pastry,  etc.  restored  in  the  character 
of  the  l850:s.  The  present  Hotel  Imperial  and  others  along  the 
street,  all  interesting  old  brick  facades  opposite  the  Howard 
Athenaeum  could  be  developed  as  England's  "Moburn  walk"  was 
recently  restored,  despite  need  to  f  ire  pro  r_-?9  etc, 

INDIA  STREET 

(Cor.  Milk  Street)  The  Marco  Tomato  Co.  (after  1807)  probably 
by  Bulfinch  as  he  ox-ned  the  property.  This  and  several  similar 
buildings  opposite  illustrate  the  character  of  Boston  commercial 
buildings  before  the  "granite  period" ,. 


MARSHALL  STREET  of  Marshall  Lane 

N  1*5      10   Ebenezer  Hancock  House,  similar  to  the  Moses  Pierce-Hichborn 
House  on  North  Square  in  the  North  End,  of  late  17th  or  early 
18th  Century  date  (also  referred  to  as  "Marshall-Hancock  House"). 
The  only  building  remaining  in  Boston  that  once  was  the  property 
of  John  Hancock  -  acquired  by  his  uncle  Thomas  Hancock  in  1751* 
along  with  warehouses  and  other  buildings  near  the  Mill  Creek. 
At  Thomas'  death  10  years  later,  John  Hancock  inherited  all 
these  properties,  Hancock  VJharf  on  the  North  End  Waterfront, 
and  Hancock  House  on  Beacon  Kill. 

Ebenezer  H.,  brother  to  John,  mason  and  bricklayer,  was  appointed 
Paymaster  General  of  Eastern  Department  of  Continental  Army  and 
set  up  headquarters  in  this  house.  The  most  Important  role  for 
the  structure  came  when  the  French  Fleet  under  Count  d'Estaing 
put  into  the  Port  of  Boston  for  repairs  from  a  storm  and  stored 
some  two  million  silver  crowns,  a  loan  from  King  Louis  XVI 
negotiated  in  Paris  by  Benjamin  Franklin  after  America's  success 
at  Saratoga «, 

A  shoe  store  has  operated  continually  in  the  right  corner  first 
floor  of  this  house  since  1796  -  the  oldest  in  Boston  and  perhaps 
in  the  entire  country* 
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Details  of  woodwork  panelling  in  three  bedrooms  on  2d  and 
3d  floors  remain  in  sinple  but  good  Georgian  style.   (Now 
owned  by  owner  of  Union  Oyster  House  who  saved  it  from 
demolition  some  time  ago  and  has  recently  leased  it  to  a 
group  of  lawyers  for  a  private  dining  club.  Restoration 
of  the  upper  floors  for  this  purpose  has  been  done  under 
careful  guidance  of  Abbott  Cummings,  architectural  historian 
and  Assistant  director  of  Society  for  the  Preservation  of 
New  England  Antiquities  in  the  Harrison  Gray  Otis  House.) 

MERCHANTS  ROW 


L   U6 


3k  Pond  Building  at  the  head  of  South  Market  Street  -  a  later 

"example  of  granite  slab  construction  than  the  North-South 
Market  area  -  ground  story  columns  and  internal  supports 
of  cast  iron. 


L   U7 


177 


MILK  STREET 

(slightly  beyond  the  State  St.  boundary  of  Gov't.  Center, 
but  visually  apparent  to  the  area) 

The  Grain  and  Flour  Exchange  (189C-92)  built  as  Chamber  of 
Commerce  by  Shepley,  Rutan  and  Coolidge  -  the  most  "Richard- 
sonian"  of  their  big  buildings. 


V      u8 


11 


NORTH  END 

Densely  populated  area  of  the  City  Town  in  17th  and  18th 
century,  bordered  by  wharves  and  shipyards.  Majority  of 
landmarks  have  been  replaced  by  19th  and  20th  century  tene- 
ments and  commercial  buildings.  Hanover  and  North  Streets, 
now  bisected  by  ramps  of  the  Central  Artery,  were  once  the 
main  thoroughfares  joining  the  North  End  to  the  rest  of 
Boston. 

NORTH  SQUARE 

Two  houses  facing  into  North  Sq.  still  preserve  aspect  of 
Colonial  Boston. 

Mariners'  House  (I81t7)  built  by  Boston  Port  Society  as  a 
home  for  seafaring  men,  a  substantial  brick  structure 
which  when  built  had  a  view  of  the  water.  Remains  now  as 
a  reminder  of  Boston' s  supremacy  of  maritime  industry  of 
clipper  ship  days. 

The  National  Historic  Sites  Commission's  report  to  Congress 
this  month  will  make  specific  recommendations  pertaining 
to  these  three  structures  and  the  North  Square  area;,. 
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N    h9  19     Late  17th  Century  frame'  i  house  of  Paul  Revere,  built  between 

1650-70,  the  oldest  in  Boston  and  believed  to  be  the  only- 
original  Colonial  dwelling  in  America  situated  in  the  heart 
of  a  large  City.  Occupied  by  Revere  from  1770-1800, 

N   50       29     Moses  Pierce-Hichborn  House.,  a  3-story  brick  dwelling  house 

built  about  1711  by  Moses  Pierce,"  a  glazier;  superbly 
restored  in  1951  by  Chas.  R,  Strickland  for  the  Moses 
Pierce  William  House  Association,  It  is  separated  by  a 
walled  garden  from  the  frame  *.  Paul  Revere  house. 

»  later  owned  by  Nathaniel  Hichborn,  boatbuilder. 

NORTH  &  SOUTH  MARKET  STREETS 

N   5l  Designed  with  Ouincy  Market  (see  ..uincy  Market)  by  Alexander 

Parris  in  1826  at  the  request  of  Josiah  Quincy,  2nd  Mayor  of 
Boston,  as  a  setting,  viewed  particularly  from  the  then 
waterfront,  for  Faneuil  Hall.  Walter  M.  Ivhitehill  considers 
this  "the  most  important  single  architectural  complex  in 
the  U.  S.  today".  Granite  used  in  a  new  way:  individual 
slabs  forming  piers  and  lintels  rather  than  blocks  laid  up 
as  ashlsaT, 

PEM3ERT0N  SQUARE 

L   52  Suffolk  Countv^qur_t_House  (ca.  1880)  by  George  A.  Clough 

Then  City  architect  (perhaps).  Considerable  nostalgia  on 
the  part  of  many  Bostonians  as  expressed  recently  for  the 
possible  future  loss,  as  proposed  by  its  demolition,  for 
the  central  hall  and  main  rotunda  with  allegorical  figures, 
etc.  Its  spaciousness  and  grandeur  bespeaking  public 
buildings  of  another  day  could  quite  possibly  be  retained 
in  the  rebuilding  of  more  efficient  office  space  for  court 
house  purposes  by  building  a  new  structure  around  the  central 
cere  rather  than  complete  demolition. 

26-32    In  the  form  of  two  bow  fronts  are  all  that  remain  of  the 

original  grandeur  of  Pemberton  Square  as  a  high-class  resi- 
dential "square"  with  central  green,  shade  trees,  etc.  The 
facades  from  Somerset  around  to  this  point  would  seem  to 
characterize  19th  C.  Boston  and  could  provide  a  continuous 
'strip*  of  19th  C,  buildings  from  Historic  Beacon  Hill, 
Ashburton  Place  to  Cornhill  to  the  proposed  historic  dis- 
trict including  18th  C.  Faneuil  Hall,  19th  C.  Quincy  Market 
complex  beyond  the  Artery  to  the  waterfront  with  its  'granite 
age'  warehouses,  rapidly  being  transformed  into  economically 
sound  20th  C.  uses,  e.g.  Long  and  Commercial  Wharfs  for 
colorful  apartments  on  the  waterside  of  Atlantic  Avenue, 
offices  from  some  of  those  on  the  land  side  of  Atlantic * 

Part  of  this  'strip'  is  visually  apparent  from  the  steps  of 
the  Court  House  in  Pemberton  Square  entrance, 
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PHILLIPS  STREET 

66    Home  of  Lewis  Hayden  18U6-8?.  Famous  as  a  gathering 
place  and  hideout  "for  slaves  during  Civil  War  period* 
Vim.  Lloyd  Garrison,  Wendell  Phillips,  Chas.  Sumner, 
Lucy  Stone  formed  anit-slavery  society  here. 

PRINCE  STREET 

llii    Oliver  Pit  son1  s  birthplace,  founder  of  the  music  company 
which  bears  his  name. 

130    Stoddard  House  -_used  as  hospital  for  British  soldiers 

after  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  Major  John  Pitcairn  died  here. 

Opening  of  Charlestown  Bridge  in  1786  brought  a  stream  of 
travel  through  Prince  St.  once  one  of  the  most  fashionable 

in  No.  End* 

QUINCY  MAJRK3T 

Named  for  Josiah  Quincy,  Boston's  2nd  mayor,  at  whose 
request  it  v-as  designed;  made  of  Quincy  granite,  Greek 
Revival;  part  of  the  total  North-South  Market  complex 
designed  by  Alexander  Parris  and  built  in  1826  as  a 
setting  for  Faneuil  Hall.  Upon  completion  the  market 
stalls  were  transferred  to  the  new  market  with  the  name 
Faneuil  Hail  still  retained.  At  a  later  period  when 
markets  were  reinstated  in  the  first  Faneuil  Hall,  their 
address  became  "New  Faneuil  Hall"  which  it  is  officially 
for  the  occupants  today  -  to  the  constant  confusion  of 
many. 

The  Market  is  535   feet  long,  considered  a  very  fine  ex- 
ample of  Greek  Revival  in  its  early  period,  with  central 
dome  and  monolithic  colu~in  20  2' long,  among  the  earliest 
examples  of  the  monolithic  type  in  Boston, according  to 
Kilham. 

It  was  in  this  hall  -  the  longest  one  in  town  at  the  time  - 
that  the  ladies  of  Boston  held  a  week-long  fair  at  the  time 
of  the  Whig  Convention  for  the  purpose  of  raising  money  for 
the  completion  of  Bunker  Hill  Monument  which  was  only  par- 
tially completed  when  funds  ran  out.  One  week  of  this 
"fair"  with  heme -made  articles,  focd,  etc.  brought  more  than 
(30,000  and  completion  of  B.H.  was  assured. 

A  handsomely  proportioned  hall  in  the  dome  of  this  building 
would  presumably  be  restored  with  its  now-obscured  balcony, 
etc  if  the  entire  complex  of  buildings  were  made  an  his- 
toric district  in  the  renewal  process ^ 
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SALEM  STREET 

185    Old  North  Church  (Christ  Church  -__T723)  built  by  William 
TYiSeTT  prints'eTler,  from  designs  based  on  Wren'  3  _  London 
churches.  Earliest  New  England  church  as  distinguished 
from  a  meeting-house,  formerly  used  for  Sunday  worship, 
and  introduced  a  mode  which  lasted  well  in  the  19th  u. 

Tower  was  added  in  172U-37  and  capped  with  its  wooden 
lantern  and  spire  in  17U0.  Blown  down  in  180U,  rebuilt 
by  Chas.  Bulfinch  in  1806,  repaired  in  18U7.  Restored  (the 
entire  church)  in  1912  by  R.  Clipston  Sturgis  and  Henry 
C.  Ross,  who  reopened  the  east  window  and  added  a  pulpit 
copied  from  that  in  Trinity  Church,  Newport. 

A  hurricane  in  recent  years  again  destroyed  the  spire  which 
was  rebuilt  with  funds  received  from  a  Nation-wide  appeal- 
this  time  of  steel  with  aluminum  siding.  The  spire  and 
lantern  still  follow  the  original  lines. 

The  National  Historic  Sites  Commission  will  make  proposals 
for  this  nationally  important  and  well-known  landmark  in 
their  forthcoming  report  to  Congress. 

SCHOOL  STREET 

Cor.  City  Hall  Avenue.  Boston  City  Hall  (1862-65)  by 
Gridley  J.  Fox  Bryant  and  Arthur  Oilman,  relatively  early 
and  now  one  of  few  remaining  good  examples  of  Second 
Empire  French  buildings.  Originally  slated  for  demolition 
when  a  new  City  Hall  should  be  available  in  the  Government 
Center,  it  is  now  planned  to  retain  this  and  restore  it  to 
its  ori-inal  grandeur,  especially  marbelized  grained  natural 
oak  woodwork  on  the  interior,  as  well  as  the  massively 
panelled  door  with  center  circle  of  marble.  It  is  thought 
that  the  original  paint  trim  on  the  exterior  was  a  gray^tone 
to  blend  with  the  stone  work.  Suggested  future  use.:  a  taty 
Museum  or  other  institutional  use..of^n  historical .nature. 

1-7    The  "Old  Corner  Book  Store"  (1712)  built  by  Thomas  Crease, 
aTTa^olhela'rFandl^obabiyused  as  a  dwelling  with  a  small 
shop  on  the  Cornhill  side  (now  Washington  Street).  On^ 
the  site  of  Anne  Hutchinson's  original  home  destroyed  m 
the  fire  of  1711.  Probably  the  earliest  of  the  gambrel- 
roofed  designs  appearing  early  in  the  18th  C  Subsequently 
became  a  place  of  business  and  attained  its  greatest  prom- 
inence as"  the  most  famous  literary  landmark  of  the  19th  C. 
as  publishing  house  of  Tichnor  and  Fields  particularly, 
where  the  literary  greats  -  Longfellow,  Emerson,  Hawthorne, 
etc.  -  met  and  brought  their  manuscripts.  The  famous 
Saturday  Club  which  met  at  the  Parker  House  emanated  from 
the  literary  gatherings  herein, 
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N    58     1-7     Suffering  complete  neglect  for  many  years  and  considerable 

change  of  face  through  successive  alteration  for  "Pizzas" 
etc,  little  can  now  be  seen  of  the  original  building 
save  the  gambrel  roof  and  original  brick  walls.  The  lower 
wing  extending  along  School  Street  was  added  in  1828. 

In  danger  of  recent  sale  and  subsequent  demolition  for  a 
parking  lob,  a  rroup  of  civic-minded  citizens  formed 
Historic  Poston,  Inc.,  a  real  estate  corporation,  and 
raised  V>C.,000  or  more  to  take  title  in  December  I960, 
The  Bostonian  Society  offering  to  receive  funds  for  the 
purpose  of  restoration  of  the  Old  Corner  Book  Store  to 
the  period  of  1850,  to  be  a  tax-paying  enterprise  with 
eventually  tenants  of  a  type  more  compatible  with  its 
original  publishing  and  bookselling  eminence. 

SCOLLAY  SQUAEE 

N   59  Not  really  a  "square"  and  not  intended  to  function  as  such, 

but  with  the  successive  demolition  of  rows  of  s tructures 
which  originally  occupied  certain  areas,  the  open  space 
has  become  more  'open'. 

The  first  rapid  transit  system  in  the  world  still  main- 
tains access  through  the  middle  of  this  'open  space',  tho 
the  earlier  quaint  and  ornate  kiosk  which  still  existed 
until  a  few  decades  ago,  no  longer  adorns  the  access. 

L   60     3-9     Viewed  from  up  Tremont  Street  in  front  of  King's  Chapel 

these  structures  present  a  most  pleasing  impression  id-th 
its  slanted  rocf  line, 

SOMERSET  STREET 

S   61     16      Boston  Architectural  Club  -  a  most  interesting  build  ing, 

inside  and  out.  The  interior  has  been  considered  as 
"a  little  bit  of  Paris".  The  famous  Louis  Sullivan, 
who  coined  the  modernist's  solgan  "form  follows  function" 
studied  at  this  architectural  center. 

S   62      18      Armenian  Cultural  Center  -  interesting  exterior  facade. 

S   63      20      Metropolitan  District  Commissien  building,  built  in 

the  20s  s  and  probably  the  least  impressive  OS  .the 
institutional  buildings  in  this  area,  though  no  doubt 
perfectly  functional  and  serviceable  as  an  office  building 
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STATE  STREET 

177-235  '.'State _Stree_t_  Block"  so-called,  designed  and  built  by 

Gridley  J.  Fox  "Bryant  in  1858;  almost  identical  with  his 
earlier  work  in  Commercial  St.  High  mansard  over  the  west 
side  is  much  later.  Kilham  called  it  "the  best  piece  of 
architecture  in  the  City  -  its  solid  and  massive  mode 
•Plain  American'," 

At  India  Street  -  Customhouse..  (1837-U7).  Originally  built 
by  Ammi  B.  Young,  rebuilt  1913-15  by  Peabcdy  &  Stearns  who 
replaced  Young's  crowning  saucer  dome  on  an  octagonal  drum 
with  present  office  tower.  As  a  Federal  Building  it  was 
not  bound  by  the  125'  height  restriction  and,  in  effect, 
was  the  first  skyscraper  in  Boston,  and  a  familiar  land- 
mark on  entrance  to  the  Harbor, 

The  original  building,  at  the  water's  edge,  with  bowsprits 
of  ships  brushing  its  founddtion,  was  ideally  located  for 
a  Custom  House.  Its  design,  however,  was  more  in  character 
with  a  shrine  for  a  national  hero,  as  one  authority  puts  it. 
When  the  Tower  was  added  some  of  the  interior  columns  were 
transported  to  Franklin  Park  and  now  grace  the  entrances 
thereto  as  gateways, 

U3-65    At  Congress  Street  -  Exchange  Building  (1889-91)  also  by 
Peabody  and  Stearns  considered  'more  Bostonian1  by  Hitch- 
cock than  some  of  the  early  20thC.  commercial  buildings  in 
the  financial  district » 

At  Devonshire  Street  -  .Site,  of  ..Boston  .Mas.sacre.,  March  5> 
1770  indicated  by  brass  marker  in  the  sidewalk  and  pointing 
to  a  mid-street  area  paved  in  cobblestones  in  a  circle, 
Weston  claims  the  Massacre  actually  began  as  a  skirmish  in 
Brattle  Square  about  where  the  present  parking  lot  is,  dia- 
gonally opposite  the  historic  Brattle  Tavern.  If  so,  20th 
C.  designers  of  the  Government  Center  might  incorporate  a 
"Patriots'  Plaza"  with  appropriate  marking  for  a  bit  of 
open  space  by  itself  or  as  frontage  of  a  new  building,  to  j 
relate  the  past  to  a  necessary  function  for  the  present  and 
future , 


The  most  important  public  building  in  American 
History  prior  to  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
ace.  to" Federal  Historic  Cites  Commission: 

At  Washington  Street:  Second  Boston  Town.. House,  site  of  the 
Old  State  House  (as  now  known)  erected  in  1712  after  fire 
of  1711  destroyed  the  first  wooden  Town  House  presented  to 
the  Town  through  funds  provided  in  the  will  of  Capt.  Robert 
Keayne  (1656)  and  built  1657-59.   (Capt.  Keayne  was  founder 
of  the  Ancient  Honorable  Artillery),  Second  Town  House  of 
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(State  Street  -  at  Washington  °treet  Cont'd.) 

brick  burned  in  17li7>  destroying  many  early  and  valuable 
records  therein.  In  17U8  the  present  Old  °tate  House  was 
built,  using  the  brick  walls,  still  standing  from  the 
Second  Town  House  structure.  After  much  modification, 
in  early  19th  CCJ  restored  by  Ueo.  Clough,  City  archi- 
tect, in  1081-32,  to  which  period  present  interiors 
belong.  Sculptural  decollation  at  east  end  is  all 
restoration,  building  occupied  for  half  a  century 
by  Mass.  State  government.  Later  used  as  the  Town 
and  City  Hall,  now  by  Bostonian  Society  which  main- 
tains exhiDits:  library,  etc.  en  City's  social  and 
maritime  history. 

TREMONT  STREET 

10   (Cor.  Court  St.)  Substantial  red  brick  office  building 
probably  of  late  19th  C.  of  a  color  and  detail  that 
could  enhance  more  modern  20thC.  structures  in  the  pro- 
posed Government  Center  as  well  as  form  part  of  the 
aforementioned  'strip'  of  19th  C.  facades  connecting 
Beacon  Hill  with  the  historic  market  place  and  water- 
front and  a  transition  to  20th  C.  government  center. 

15   The  massive  and  ornate  doors,  as  well  as  heavy  columns 
and  interesting  grille  work  on  recessed  front  give  the 
Franklin  Suffolk  Savings_Bank  sufficient  interest  to 
hold  its  own  architecturally,  even  in  so  commanding 
position  as  overlooking  the  site  of  a  New  Government 
Center.  Built  1906. 
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Ether  was  first  administered  by  a  dentist  (Dr.  Morton:) 
see  Ether  Memorial  statue  in  the  Public  Gardens  near 
corner  of  Arlington  and  Beacon  Sts. 


39-h3       This  structure  also  at  the  tope  stories  and  cornice 
line  provides  architectural  interest. 

U7— 53   Beacon  Theatre  -  also  interesting  and  particularly 
appropriate  facade  to  be  dramatised  as  facade  of  a 
theatre.   Unfortunately  the  new  enormous  neon  protruding 
sign  all  but  obscures  much  of  the  stone  ornamental  work. 

57-63   Former  Houghton  and  But ton. Co.  building,  now  used  by 

the  Federal  Government  for  offices  (1895);  in  commanding 
position  viewed  from  the  top  of  Beacon  street  looking 
toward  School  and  in  both  directions  along  Fremont  Street 
to  show  interesting  architectural  detail,  as  with  so 
many  Boston  buildings,  at  cornice  line  and  upper  stories. 

58   At  School  St.  -  King's  Chaoel  (17h9-5h)   from  designs  by 
Peter  Harrison  of  Newport,  R.  I,  Originally  intended  to 
complete  the  tower  with  an  elaborate  spire  in  manner  of 
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58  (Tremont  St.  Cont'd) 

James  Gibbs'  London  churches.   Use  of  Eraintree  granite 
for  the  first  time  in  Boston  required  very  severe  ex- 
terior treatment.  Harrison's  proposed  portico  was  finally- 
executed  in  wcod  instead  of  stone  by  Thomas  Clement  in 
1785-87 »  and  omitted  Harrison's  crowning  balustrade. 

Called  "Stone  chapel"  for  a  time  after  the  evacuation  of 
Boston  by  the  British  in  1776,  it  still  contains  evidence 
of  affiliation  with  the  English  Royalty:  communion  table 
and  chancel  tablets  given  by  King  William  and  Queen  Mary 
for  the  first  edifice  in  l6°6.  The  raised  pulpit  with  a 
rare  lectern  at  t  hree  levels  was  retained  from  the  earlier 
structure  where  it  was  placed  in  1718.  The  oldest  stone 
church  in  Massachusetts  with  hip  roof,  wooden  front  portico 
with  Ionic  coJumns,  and  now  thought  to  be  the  oldest  in  the 
UcS.  in  continual  use  on  the  same  site  (according  to  Mr. 
Small).  It  is  also  considered  to  be  the  first  avowedly 
Unitarian  church  in  the  country. 

Burial  ground  of  King's  Chapel,  first  such  in  Boston  with 
many  notable  persons  being  buried  from  I63O-I79I4.  -  only  a 
few  persons  later. 

ONION  STREET 

Ul  Union  Oyster  House  also  called  Capen  House  (ca.  171a). 
Brick  builoing  with  gambrel  roof  with  short  upper  slope 
characteristic  of  that  period.  Before  Revolution  Capen' s 
dry  goods  store  was  here  "at  the  sign  of  the  Cornfields". 
Benjamin  Thompson,  later  Count  Rumford,  was  apprenticed 
to  Hopestill  Capen  in  1769.  Upstairs  Isaiah  Thomas  pub- 
lished "The  Massachusetts  Spy"  from  1771-75  until  the 
Revolution  forced  him  to  move  to  Worcester  and  the  news  paper 
became  the  oldest  in  continuous  publication  in  the  U.S. 
Soapstone  bar  and  stalls  on  first  floor  give  evidence 
of  its  being  an  oyster  house  since  1826» 

UNION  &  MARSHALL  STREET 

Proposed  for  restoration  as  part  of  an  historic  district 
with  Faneuil  Hall,  (and  hopefully)  Quincy  Market  complex, 
facade*  of  North  and  South  Market  Streets j  designed  by  Parris, 

Street  pattern  in  this  area  is  over  39C  years  old  -  between 
former  Town  Dock  (now  Dock  Square)  and  Mill  ^reek.  Block 
bounded  by  Union,  Hanover,  Blackstone  and  North  Streets 
with  various  openings  and  passages  with  names  such  as 
Marshall's  Lane,  Creek  Square,  Creek  Lane,  Hatter's  Square, 
Marsh  and  Salt  Lanes,  and  Scottow's  Alley. 
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UNITY  STREET 

EbenezGr  .plough  or  Cloueh-Langdon  jfevjse  Jtfl5 ,  being 
restored  as  accurately  as  possible  within  means  available, 
by  the  Old  North  Church.  Despite  much  ill  use  for  many 
years,  much  of  the  original  woodwork,  mantels,  staircase 
with  pendants,  newel  posts  in  rope  design  are  still  ex- 
isting.  (See  April  19U7  issue  of  S,  P.  N.  E.  A.  magazine 
for  fuller  account.) 

WASHINGTON  STREET 

Tver  Johnson  Building  (lff08Xby  Chicago  architect,  Clinton 
J.  varren  -  almost  only  example  of  early  skyscraper  design 
in  Boston  altho  DesPradelles1  Berkeley  Building  on  Boylstcn 
and  Berkeley  Sts.  employed  the  early  structural  principles 
thereof 


At  State  Street-  Old  State  House  (see  STATS  STREET) 


Compiled  by 
Gladys  Lyons 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
March,  l?6l 
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